
 

Hawk Highlight 

Mrs. Wendt Mrs. Creager Mr. Grover 



Dear Hawk Families, 

Congratulations to all our students who set goals and received awards at our January 6th awards assemblies!  Academic achievement 

begins at home, and we appreciate your partnership with our staff and the time you spend instilling great work habits into your children. Also, thank you for continuing to make 

attendance and on time arrival at school a priority.  It is essential for student success that they attend school regularly when healthy and begin the morning with their class-

mates.   

Mark your calendars for early release day, Thursday, February 2, 2023.  There will be noon dismissal on that day.  Also, please be aware that we will have a lockdown 

drill that morning before school at 7:58 am as we enter for the day.  Plan to have students here on time and be aware that if you are on campus when we practice lockdown 

that we will ask you to participate in our drill.  Also, judges will begin evaluating our Science and Engineering Fair projects on this day and we will announce the winners who 

are advancing to regional completion on Monday, February 13, 2023 via social media.  We are incredibly excited about this event as well as the many other wonderful things 

happening at Hendricks this month: 

 

6th Grade Junior High Registration - The transition to Junior High is an intimidating time for many families.  Parents of 6th graders, please mark your calendar to attend a 

parent informational meeting designed to help educate you on the process of Junior High registration.  This meeting is at the Flowing Wells Junior High auditorium on 

Tuesday, February 7th at 6 pm.  Students will have visited the Junior High the day before on February 6th.  The JH administration will be at Hendricks on Wednesday, 

February 8th to begin the registration process with our Hawk students for next year.  If you have any questions about the transition or wish to take a tour of the Flow-

ing Wells Junior High campus, contact Mr. Chad Miller at 696-8550.  He is more than happy to give a tour or answer questions. 

 

Love Of Reading - Our Love of Reading week will be celebrated the week of February 6th-10th.  Our theme this year is summer camp! We are incredibly excited to share our 

passion for literacy with students and the community via our own “Camp Soar!”  Thanks to our committee for scheduling such a fun-filled week.   

 

Second graders will perform their world class Rodeo Show on February 20th in the MPR at 6:00 pm.  Don’t miss this one!  Remember, no school on Thursday and Friday, 

February 23 & 24 in observance of Fiesta de los Vaqueros, a time-honored Tucson tradition. 

 

Kindergarten Round-Up – Do you know of any incoming students for the 2023-2024 school year?  Our Kindergarten Round-Up event is Thursday, March 2nd from 4-7 pm.  

Until then, we welcome parents and students to schedule a time to tour Hendricks and see the wonderful things we have to offer.  If you would like a school tour, 

please contact Darlene Jones at 520-696-8401. 

 

Walk Around Wednesday – Students have been walking and running the track each Wednesday.  It is great to see such large numbers of students exercising together. Stu-

dents are collecting laps and prizes for their efforts and trying to complete a marathon. Keep up the fun at lunch! As a school we are already over 10,000 laps this year! 

It is an honor to serve you as principal of Hendricks Elementary School.  If you have questions or concerns, please give me a call or come in to talk.  

 

Respectfully, 

Tabetha Finchum 

Notes from Mrs. Finchum 



 

What’s Happening in Fourth Grade? 

In Fourth Grade 

Fourth graders have been very busy since returning from Winter Break.  We started off the month of January 
wrapping up our science fair projects.  In writing, students just began drafting an imaginative story about how 
a natural occurrence was created.  In January, they wrote a letter to an expert on a specific natural wonder 
and requested more information about that natural wonder. In math, we finished up our adding and 
subtracting unit and just recently started decimals and fractions.  We will wrap up fractions and decimals in 
March and will begin larger number multiplication and division before we start state standardized testing in 
April.    

Students should be busy practicing their recorders.  Please encourage them to commit five to ten minutes of 
practice each day learning their new songs and reviewing old ones.  Students are participating in recorder 
karate, earning different colored belts for each mastered song.  The recorder concert is only a few months 
away and will be held on April 5th at 6:00.  The concert is mandatory for all fourth graders, so please mark it on 
your calendar.  

Fourth graders have an upcoming field trip!  In April, students will take their second field trip to Sweetwater 
Wetlands where they will learn about the water table and explore an oasis in the desert.  In order for all 
students to attend these field trips, they need to pay their $1.00 activity fee.  If they have not paid this, you 
can send it in to your child’s teacher or the office, or even pay online.  

We look forward to a great second semester with this awesome group of fourth graders!  

 

-Mrs. Wendt, Mrs. Creager and Mr. Grover 



Drop-off Procedures and Reminders  

Hawk Families, Please allow me to remind you of some important safety information regarding drop-off routines at Hen-
dricks.  

1. If you are dropping children off in the car drop off lane, on either the front or south side of the school, please remember 
to pull up to the end of the area to allow more cars to pull in behind you. For safety reasons, always have your child exit 
on the curb side of the car. Be watchful of children crossing the area and remember you cannot drive in the front drop-off 
area until after the buses have left around 7:45 am.  

2. If you choose the car lane option for drop off, children should be able to quickly exit the car and enter the building on 
their own. If you need to quickly open a door or unbuckle a Kindergartener or 1st grader, please do so. However, please 
say extended goodbyes before arriving in the car lane and don't plan to walk your child to the doors of the school. Parking 
or stopping in the car lane area causes traffic congestion and stops the line from moving rapidly. Cars try to pass one an-
other creating a safety hazard for children. If your child needs more assistance getting out of the car or walking into the 
building, we encourage you to park and walk them up.  

3. If you are parking on Camino de la Tierra and having your children walk down the stairs, please remember not to block 
the stairwell. Our families and children must be able to walk up and down the stairs safely, without having to walk around 
cars. Additionally, if you are dropping your child off in the bus lane, please remember not to stop in the yellow crosswalk 
lanes.  

4. If you are walking up to the school to drop off your child, please say goodbye outside. If you would like to come on cam-
pus, you must check-in at the office and get a visitor badge. This is a safety requirement that ensures we know who is on 
campus at all times.  

5. Last, if your child walks or rides a bike to school, please ensure they don't arrive before about 7:30 am. We open the 
doors at 7:30 and there is no supervision until that time. Thank you for assisting us with a smooth morning drop-off! 
Please let me know if you have any questions.  

Tabetha Finchum, Principal                                         
Thomas Alcaraz, Principal Assistant to the Principal  



 

What’s Happening at Hendricks? 

 
-Let us know if you'd like to read to your child's class during Love of 

Reading Week-February 6-10th! It can be in person or on zoom!  

 

-Each class will be celebrating/honoring kindness on February 14th. 

Look for more information from your child's teacher! 

 

-Rodeo Show is finally here this month! Mark your calendar! February 

20th  at 6pm. Students need to be at school at 5:45pm!  

 

-Please have your child wear solid color shirt, jeans, and/or western 

wear! Boots and plaid are great, but no hats because they block 

other kids! Thank you!  

 

-Thank you for your help with the bird feeders! We hope you had fun 

and learned some of the engineering process! We'll let you know 

how our class project does in the Hendricks Science Fair and if it ad-

vances to SARSEF later this month!  

February 20, 2023 
Desert Museum Field Trip 



 

What’s Happening at Hendricks? 

• February 14th Valentine's Day Celebration 
• February 16th Book Project Choices Come Home for    
     3rd Quarter 
• Week of February 27th No Reading Log or Fluency HW    
      this week.  Students should work on thier Book Project  
      instead. Book projects are due March 6th.  

Wellness Update! 

 

1. Hendricks Hawks have run/walked over 10,000 laps since we started 

Walk Around Wednesdays at the end of October! That's more that 2,500 

miles!  

2. There have been otter pops, give-aways, prizes, and we are starting 

drawings for gift cards this month!  

3. Thanks to the Wellness Warriors for coming to meetings, offering ideas, 

and encouraging peers to do laps! 

4. Ask your child how many laps they are at today! Kids could be up to 70 

laps! That's Amazing. 

5. Keep moving at home with your family, even when it's cold outside!  



 

What’s Happening at Hendricks? 

 

Mark your calendars for the 2nd Grade Rodeo Show on February 

20th  at 6:00pm.  We can't wait to share our songs with 

you!  More specific information will come home about what to 

wear that evening, but pull out those blue jeans, boots and west-

ern attire!  

 

A note from Mrs. Agraan 

If you are dropping your student off after 9 

am you need to come in and sign them in.  

If we were in lockdown or something were 

going on at school, this could put students 

in danger. 







 

What’s Happening at Hendricks? 

Hendricks football team had a  Great Season!! 
 
Girls 5th and 6th grade Basketball Started Jan. 23rd. 
 
PE Update for 5th and 6th Grade Families: 
 
The Track Meets will be at the FW high school on 
the following dates starting at 8:30- 
 
6th Grade:  Wednesday, March 1st 
5th Grade: Thursday, March 2nd  
 
Any questions please contact Mr. Ambuehl 
stephen.ambuehl@fwusd.org 
Office- 696-8406 



 

What’s Happening at Hendricks? 

 

We are so proud of 

our Spelling Bee  

Participants !   

Way to go! 

 

Congratulations to our Hendricks Choir for a 
wonderful performance at the FW District 
Choral Festival last month! We are so proud 
of all our singers. 
 
It’s time for the Rodeo this month, which 
means 2nd grade will be performing our an-
nual Rodeo Show for you. Please mark your 
calendars for February 20th at 6:00pm for 
this Hendricks tradition. We can't wait to see 
you there! 
 



 

What’s Happening at Hendricks? 

Thirteen of our Hendricks students participated in a 
competitive Sonoran Desert Championship Chess tour-
nament last Saturday! This was the first tournament 
ever for 5 of the students: Henry, Erick, Roy, Harrison 
and Nathan. Others who participated were Kairi, Abra-
ham, Gabe, Wilson, and Addison. 
 

Luca DeFilippis earned a medallion by tying for 5th place 
in the K-3 division with 3 points, and Matthew Al-
meida earned the 5th place trophy in the K-6 section 
also with 3 points. Our top player from Hendricks was 
Tobias Hammar who tied for first place in the k-6 sec-
tion with 4 points!  
 
 

Everyone had a good time and learned some new 
moves or tactics. 
 
 

Hendricks hosted this exciting event! Thank you to PTO 
and all the parent volunteers who made this possible. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Knight 
 






